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Petition V-110 
Search Tags <John Benkendorf, R-15, Bellingham Drive, Roswell Road, Bellingham, impervious 
surface> 
 

John Benkendorf, 770-518-1455, representing himself, requests waiver of the 
maximum allowable impervious surface from 35% to 39% for lot 14. 
Property is located at the north side of Bellingham Drive, west of Roswell Road 
(4817 Bellingham Drive,Bellingham subdivision); 1st District, Land Lot 94, Parcel. 

Size of tract is 0.34 acres, 14,810 s.f. 

Present zoning is R-15 
Contiguous zoning is: North: R-30 (unplatted residential);  East: R-15 (Bellingham 
subdivision);  South: R-15 (Bellingham subdivision);  West R-15 (Bellingham 
subdivision) 
Land use category:  Low Density Residential 
Case manager is Robert Morgan 
BZA board member is Christi Trombetti 

Reason:  Our home is for sale in a sixteen home neighborhood where there are 4 
existing pools already.  Several potential buyers have stated they are looking for a 
pool.  This is creating the “hardship” of not being able to sell our home in a very 
depressed market. 
(Need a) variance to install a swimming pool.  A sixteen home neighborhood in 
which 4 other homes have swimming pools.  A variance to increase the allowable 
impervious surface area. 

Staff Comments:   
Please click for Preliminary Variance Analysis  
Please click for Final Variance Analysis 

ECCA position:  OPPOSE. 
• The Bellingham subdivision has a total of 16 homes.  
• There are 4 properties in the subdivision that already have a pool.  All of 

these properties are a minimum of 2,200 s.f. larger than the applicant's 
property (4817 Bellingham Drive).  It also appears that the pools were 
installed at the time that the homes were constructed.  

• The applicant's lot is one of the smallest, if not the smallest, in the 
subdivision.  

• In the Bellingham subdivision, 5 of the 16 properties are currently on the 
market.  The other four properties on the market are all a minimum of 1,800 
s.f. larger than the applicant's property.  Despite having the smallest lot 
currently on the market, the applicant is asking the most ($1,195,000) for 
the property.  This includes a larger property with a pool (4820 Bellingham 
Drive) that is priced at $1,050,000.  

• I am uncertain as to how adding a pool is going to help sell the home when 
4820 Bellingham Drive is a larger home, on a larger parcel, with a pool that 
is already price $145,000 less than the applicant's property.  
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• There is absolutely no hardship in this case. 
GIS shows 45.7% existing impervious surface, including 

5,540 s.f. house 
1,230 s.f. driveway 

Maximum impervious surface % allowed:  35% / 5,184 s.f. 
Maximum impervious surface % planned:  >45.7% /  >6,770 s.f. 

BZA Action (unofficial):  APPROVED, subject to: 
• All staff comments and recommendations 
• Stormwater Management to have final approval of the site plan presented at the 

time the pool is installed 
 


